
Easter 3 

My dear Friends, 

One of the things we have missed in the various lockdowns we have been experiencing over the last 
year is the ability to share even the simplest hospitality with one another anywhere indoors. This is 
still the case. Many of you I know in normal times enjoy sharing meals with your extended family or 
friends, not necessarily grand dinner parties but the everyday family meals that we need to nourish us 
but also to develop the social and personal relationships with our friends and neighbours, with our 
children and their friends. It is good to be able to share conversations across the age range and with 
people who we only occasionally see over food and drink. We have missed the special treats of a pub 
lunch or a restaurant dinner to celebrate a birthday or anniversary. At least we can look forward to 
catching up on these eventually! 

So much of our regular Church life has in the past been based around the sharing of meals. Our 
longstanding luncheon club was I know a weekly highlight for many for food and friendship. Our 
enormously successful and valued Forget me not Cafe was enhanced by tea and delicious cake. On 
special occasions following great services we proudly entertained as a parish in St Edwards Community 
Room and Roath Church House with buffet receptions. Concerts in our churches were often followed 
by coffee or in the evenings, a glass of wine.  

Our Sunday and weekday services are of prime importance to us as a parish. When they are followed 
by opportunities of getting to know each other over a coffee/tea and a biscuit this has made the 
difference to a newcomer attending again and feeling welcomed and even part of the worshipping 
family of the Church. These social interactions will I hope come back in the fullness of time and we will 
appreciate them all the more intently.  

Many of our Lord Jesus encounters with people during his earthly ministry involved food and drink. His 
first miracle saw him turn water into wine at the marriage at Cana. We see him asking for hospitality 
from Zacchaeus and Matthew. He persists in eating and drinking with tax collectors and sinners in spite 
of the Pharisees objections. He shares meals with Mary and Martha and uses such occasions to deliver 
his teaching to his inner circle. By contrast he feeds thousands of hungry people who come to hear him 
preach. He calls himself the Bread of Life and says that he will give people Living Water.  

Most important of all at the last supper, he tells the twelve that they are to remember him by eating 
bread and wine which is for us his body and blood. In spite of all the restrictions we are under now we 
can at least continue to obey this command of Jesus, even if in revised form, as we week by week 
receive the Blessed Sacrament. For those who are prevented from doing so and remain at home we 
recognise your pain and loss at this but be assured you are with us in spirit at all times especially at the 
moment of communion.  

Our Gospel reading this week from St Luke describes another Resurrection appearance of Jesus. 
Following the meeting on the road to Emmaus Jesus is known to the disciples in the breaking of the 
bread, at the Sea of Galilee he prepares fish for the hungry fishermen. It is in a domestic scene that 
Jesus asks for food and unsurprisingly is given broiled fish. He eats it in their presence. This is not the 
act of a ghost, they are again shown the very clear marks of the crucifixion. This meeting joins the 
ordinary with the extraordinary, the sharing of food amongst friends but with the risen Son of God. 
The Messiah takes the opportunity to reinforce the triumphant message of death and resurrection, 
and the gift of forgiveness of sins. The sharing of hospitality is coupled with a commission for them to 
proclaim this good news to all nations. As we today share in the fellowship of our faith let us pray that 
we will do our part in spreading the generous love of God to all. 

Best wishes and prayers  
Stewart  

The Reverend Canon Stewart Lisk,  
Vicar of Roath.  


